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From our Pastor: DA CT
| saw a meme on social media the other day that said, “Grace is when you get . i
the good things you don’t deserve. Mercy is when you're spared from the bad is when you get the good things

things you do deserve. God is generous with both.” | liked the simplicity of this o tonts bt

explanation, but it left me pondering what the Bible says about God’s mercy. MERCY
. . is when you're spared from the bad things
Here are a few Bible verses: you do deserve, 3

e Forthe Lord your God is gracious and merciful. If you return to him, GOD
he will not continue to turn his face from you. - 2 Chronicles 30:9b

e Remember, O Lord, your compassion and unfailing love, which you
have shown from long ages past. Do not remember the rebellious
sins of my youth. Remember me in the light of your unfailing love, for
you are merciful, O Lord. - Psalm 25:6-7

e Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of
my sins. Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. - Psalm 51:1-2

e So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to
help us when we need it most. - Hebrews 4:16

e But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave
us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) - Ephesians 2:4-5

e He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our
sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. - Titus 3:5

is generous with both.

Mercy is at the heart of who God is. It's God’s compassion, patience, and love poured out even when we don’t deserve it.
We see it throughout Scripture—in God’s forgiveness of wayward people, in Jesus healing the broken, and ultimately, in the
cross, where Christ takes on what we deserve so that we might receive what we could never earn.

One of the most powerful illustrations of mercy is the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32). A young man recklessly
squanders his inheritance and finds himself destitute, ashamed, and desperate. Deciding to return home, he expects to be
met with disappointment, maybe even rejection. But instead, his father sees him from a distance and runs to him—
embracing him, restoring him, and celebrating his return. This is a picture of God’s mercy. We don’t get what we deserve;
we receive love, forgiveness, and a fresh start.

Paul writes in Romans 12:1, “Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.” When we truly see God’s mercy—when we grasp how deeply loved and forgiven
we are—it changes us. It moves us to live differently, to respond with gratitude, and to extend mercy to others.

This Lent, we will explore what it means to live “In View of God’s Mercy” in our mid-week worship series. Each week, we
will reflect on different aspects of God’s mercy and how it transforms our faith and daily lives. | invite you to join us on this
journey as we open our hearts to the incredible mercy of God—mercy that welcomes, restores, and renews.

Pastor Rebekah Tarras



Worship in March  First Lutheran

Date Text Serving
Sunday, March 2 Exodus 34:29-35 Greeter: Pati
Transfiguration of Our Lord Psalm 99 Reader: Steve
10:30 am 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 Communion Bread: Linda N
Luke 9:28-36 Communion Assistant: Patti Langkau
March 5 Ash Wednesday Mercy in Ashes
Wednesday, 1:30 pm Joel 2:12-18
1 John 1:8-9

Matthew 6:16-18

March 9
First Sunday in Lent
10:30 am

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

Greeter: Joan
Reader: Karin

March 12
Wednesday, 1:30 pm

Mercy in Temptation
Deuteronomy 6:4-6

1 Corinthians 10:6-13
Matthew 4:1-11

March 16
Second Sunday in Lent
10:30 am

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17—4:1
Luke 13:31-35

Greeter: Mark
Reader: Colleen

March 19
Wednesday, 1:30 pm

Mercy in Suffering
Numbers 21:4-9

1 Peter 2:21-25
Matthew 8:14-17

March 23
Third Sunday in Lent
10:30 am

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8 -

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Greeter: Chris M
Reader: Dar

March 26
Wednesday, 1:30 pm

Mercy in Betrayal
Jonah 3:1-10

1 Peter 3:9-12
Matthew 26:47-50

March 30
Fourth Sunday in Lent
10:30 am

Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Greeter: Dar
Reader: Kim

Office Information

Pastor: Monday and Wednesday 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Office TBD

Times may change and they will be noted when possible in the Sunday bulletin.

Bulletin Deadline

Information should be turned into the church by 10:00 Wednesday to ensure adequate time to process the information into

the following Sunday’s bulletin.

The First Edition

Please provide the church office with new items for the newsletter by 20t of each month. You may email your news in a
Word Document format to firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com
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READ ALL ABOUT IT...IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 5
Our mid-week Lent Theme this year is “In View of God’s Mercy”

Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view of God’s mercy toward us in the sacrifice of his Son for us on the
cross. We, in turn, are called by God, especially during this time of repentance and reflection, to be living sacrifices for him,
displaying our devotion to him in word and deed. Jesus helps us to see the richness of God’s mercy in his life, death and
resurrection. The mid-week services will focus our eyes of faith on the meaning behind God’s mercy made manifest in
Christ.
Join us for worship mid-week

e \Wednesday, 1:30 pm at First Lutheran, Poy Sippi

e \Wednesday, 6:30 pm at Grace Lutheran, Berlin
Note there are no confirmation classes during Lent

Lenten soup Luncheon
A soup luncheon will take place on Wednesday's before worship at 12:30. Please signup if you can bring a soup or dessert
for this fellowship.

First Communion Class

Pastor Rebekah will be offering communion instruction for any students in 3rd grade and older who have not yet had their
first communion. The class will be on Sunday, March 30, 1:00-4:00 pm at Grace Lutheran in Berlin. To ensure we have
enough materials, please sign up by March 16 by emailing the pastor at pastortarras@gmail.com or calling 715/897-5393

Lay Preaching Class - Introductory Session

Are you interested in exploring the art of preaching? Join pastor Rebekah for the introductory session of our Lay Preaching
Class on Tuesday, February 18 at 7:00 pm at Grace Lutheran. After this introductory session, those who are interested in
continuing will determine when and how frequently to meet (approximately 6 times). The goal of this class is to provide an
overview of the skills and heart of preaching, including how to craft and deliver a sermon rooted in scripture. It's a great
opportunity to grow in your faith and leadership! If you'd like to participate, please contact Pastor Rebekah by email at
pastortarras@gmail.com or 715/897-5393.

Communion Visitor Training Sessions

Pastor Rebekah is offering a training session for those who are interested in serving as part of our visitation ministry. There
are two different sessions available Tuesday, March 4 at 6:30 pm at Grace in Berlin or Wednesday, March 12 at 9:30 am at
First in Poy Sippi. The purpose of the training is to equip you with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to serve as
Communion Ministers to our members who are homebound or in care facilities, ensuring they feel connected to the
congregation and spiritually nourished. The expectation is to visit at least one time each month supplementing the visits by
the pastor. For more information or to sign up, please contact Pastor Rebekah by email at pastortarras@gmail.com or
715/897-5393.

Adult Bible Study

Adult Bible Study is held on Monday afternoons at 1:30 pm at First Lutheran and Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm at Grace
Lutheran. Anyone is invited to join in. No experience is required. Bibles are available if you need one. Questions? Talk to
Pastor Rebekah

Noisy Bucket
January Noisy Bucket was for Boys Town and was $206.85
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Welcome
Stop in and say “Hi” to our new Bookkeeper, Myndi Margan. Myndi started on February 17t and will be a great addition to
our office.

Men’s Breakfast
A Sign-up sheet has been started for the rest of the school year, so please sign up if you would like to participate in the
monthly Breakfast.

7t (P1) Day Fellowship

The M- Team is going to be doing an event on PI day at 5:00pm at First. Plan on pizza and ice cream to be provided and
please bring a pie to share. What would Pl day be without pie. Please bring your beverage of choice. There is a signup
sheet

Grace’s Newsletter Sign-Up
If you are interested in getting communication from Grace, including newsletters and informational emails, please use the
website https://www.gracelutheranberlin.org/ scroll down and there is a form to fill out to subscribe.

Monthly Celebration Fellowship
Reminder that the First Sunday of each month we will be celebrating the month’s Birthday’s by the M-Team providing
cupcakes, coffee and fellowship following church. A great way to start off your Birthday month!

Join any course.
Virtually or In-person.
In the months of March or April.

Contact us at layschool@ecsw.org with questions

or to participate as a guest.

o L1 AU

Learn more at


https://www.gracelutheranberlin.org/

Making an Impact: Use Your Thrivent Choice Dollars for Our Church
Did you know that if you’re a Thrivent member, you may have Choice Dollars available to direct to
our church at no extra cost to you? Through Thrivent Choice, eligible members can recommend
where Thrivent distributes a portion of its charitable funding—allowing you to support the
ministries and mission of our church in a meaningful way.
It's simple to do:
1. Check Your Eligibility — If you have a Thrivent insurance or investment product, you may
qualify for Thrivent Choice Dollars.
2. Direct Your Choice Dollars - Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call Thrivent at 1-800-
847-4836 to allocate your funds.
3. Make an Impact - Your Choice Dollars will help support the work of our church, ensuring we
continue to serve our congregation and community.
These funds are a powerful way to strengthen our mission without any additional cost to you.
However, Choice Dollars do not carry over indefinitely—so be sure to direct yours before they
expire!

We heard you—and listened. We have found a way to bring back the magazine’s print publication
in a quarterly fashion. Each issue (spring, summer, winter and fall) will feature the stories you know and
love, along with updates on the church and your ELCA community. The cost for one year will be $19.95
for an individual subscription and $17 per year for a congregation group subscription.

You can sign up today https://www.livinglutheran.org/subscribe/
If you have questions, please contact us at livinglutheran@elca.org or call us at 800-638-3522.

March Noisy Bucket is St Jude

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital is dedicated to treating and curing pediatric catastrophic diseases,
primarily focusing on childhood cancers. Founded by entertainer Danny Thomas in 1962, the hospital
provides cutting-edge medical care and conducts groundbreaking research, all while ensuring that no
family ever pays for treatment, travel, housing, or food. St. Jude is committed to advancing the
understanding of these diseases through innovative research and clinical trials, with the ultimate goal of
finding cures and improving the quality of life for young patients. The hospital’'s work extends beyond
patient care, aiming to share its discoveries freely to help children around the world.

St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital
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Register by March 15th
for Early Bird Discount!

Enjoy a 5% Discount
when you register for
Youth Camp with a paid
deposit before March
15th.

Enter code EARLY2025

to savel

9% Discount on Youth Camp b

Ends March 15th &
o7 &5 S T . 6



AR FTHE Author Unlmowrt ~
There s nothing whatever the matier with me
I'm just as heaithy as | can be.
| have arthritis in hoth of my knees
And when | talk, | ialk with a wheeze.

My pulse is weak and my blood is thm

But 'm awfully well, for the shape

Arch supporis | na\fe for my feet

Or | wouldn't be able to walk on the street.

This was submitted to our
newsletter from Gen Everson.
Thank you Gen for sharing
this poem.

Sleep is denied me every pight, in the morning I'm a sighi

My memory is failing and my head'’s in a spin
I'm practically living on aspirin.
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.

The moral is, as this tale we unfold

That for you and me who are growing old
it's better to say 'I'm fine' with a grin
Than to let them know the shape we're in.

How do | know my youth has been spent?
Because my get up and go got up and went.
But in spite of all that, I'm able to grin
Cause I'm not bad, for the shape I'min. -

Oid age ie golden i've heard it said

But sometimes | wonder as | go to bed
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup
My eves on the table until | get up.

Ere sleep dims my eyes | say to myseli

Is there anything else | should lay on the shelf?
But I'm happy to say as | close my ayes

My friends are the same as in days gone by.

When | was young my slippers were red

I could kick up my heels right over my head.
When | grew oider, my slippers were blue

But 1 still could dance the whole night through.

Now that I'm old my slippers are black

| walk {0 the corner and puff my way back

But 1 really don't mind when | think with a grin
Of ali the places my gei up and go has besan.

I get up each morning and dust off my wits
Then pick up the paper and read the "obits"
And if my name is missing | know I'm not dead
Qn | aat 2 noad breakfast and oo hack o bad.




Winter Fun Day/ Bingo Recap

Final Totals:
Silent Auction
50/50
Basket Raffles
Food
Extra Donations

Subtotal

Xtra Bingo prizes

Total

$1,700
855
1,540
698
266

$5,059.00

( 183.82) Reimburse Michelle K.

$4875.18 / 2 = $2,437.59 each food pantry

2025 Council Members

Schierland

djrayrocks33@yahoo.com

President Bill Deppe shdeppe@live.com 920-229-5547
Vice
President Dar Cravillion | dcravillion@icloud.com 920-987-5887
Secretary Mali Beine malimeri@hotmail.com 262-224-8336
Treasurer Joan Everson | Joan_eversonl005@comcast.ent | 920-295-9404
Lenny
Langkau emspofl1954@yahoo.com 920-229-3593
Judy

920-987-5582
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You may have noticed some changes in the fellowship hall, The guys are hard at work, some
pictures of the project thus far. Looking great!

construction
zone .-

~—
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Celebrating our January Birthdays:

Celebrating our February Birthdays




Leaving First Lutheran Church has been such a difficult decision for me to make and | am so grateful for
everything this church family has done for me. | needed this job more than you will ever know. | owe so
much to Pastor Rebekah as she introduced me to one of the best cancer centers in the United States and
| have become a patient there and am getting the best care possible in my continued treatment.
| am so thankful for the wonderful people that worship and work here, you are amazing! | am thankful
for the renewed faith | have because of this job. People are so good!
| appreciate the time | have had at First Lutheran and will miss you all very much but also can’t wait to
have the time with our new Grandson, Turner Micheal. We have been so blessed with this beautiful baby
boy in our family and | get to be his Grandma and for that | thank God. So, in closing, | wanted to say
that you have left a very big imprint on my heart and | will always have a special place for First Lutheran.
Kindest regards, Michelle McClone

3'd - Alaina Kapp
51- Rochelle Michels
9" - Robert Hansen
15" - Glenn Gruett & Sharon Schmidt
19t — Kathy Chamberlin
26" — Shirley Geoffroy & Delores Jorgensen
28" — Tammy Hansen
29" — Judy Schierland
30" — Katie Nitzke



Please keep the following people in your continued

prayers

For the family of Jim Everson  For the family of Marcella Jorgensen

Mark Bongart Dick Tuner Gen Everson
John Trochinski Phyllis Jenks Carolyn Holz
Pastor Rick Rieten Marcella Shannon McPeak
BillH Viola Schwanke Doris Koepke
Jaci Boening Dean Schoen Lee Nelsen
James Cartwright Mark & Tammy Kretzmann Sue

Carl Anderson Victor Hansen Donna Christie

Ann Fuhrmau

For those battling cancer: Tom, Dave L., Bill, Vicki and Donna



March 2025

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor Office Closed | 9:00 Pastor in Office Closed | Office Closed | 8:00 Mens
Fellowship In 11:15 Archive 9:00-10:30 & | Breakfast
10:30 12:30 12:30 Soup 3:00 —4:30
Worship Worship Luncheon Food Pantry

Committee 1:30 Ash 1:00 Stampin

1:30 Bible Wednesday Workshop

Study worship

6:30 Stampin

Workship
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | Office Closed | 12:30 Soup Office Closed | Office Closed
Fellowship 1:30 Bible 9:00 Pastor Luncheon
10:30 Study Conference 1:30 Lent
Worship 2:45 MTeam | Mtg Worship

6:30 Council
Mtg

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | Office Closed | 12:30 Soup Office Closed | Office Closed
Fellowship 1:30 Bible Luncheon Deadline for
10:30 Study 1:30 Lent Newsletter
Worship Worship
23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29
9:15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | Office Closed | 12:30 Soup Office Closed | Office Closed
Fellowship 1:30 Bible Luncheon
10:30 Study 1:30 Lent
Worship Worship




Minutes

First Lutheran Church Council Meeting
January 14, 2025

Attendance
Pastor Rebekah Tarras Kevin Birschbach
Mark Henn Jim Laird
Dar Cravillion Lenny Langkau
Mali Beine (remote) Joan Everson

Call to Order: 6:31pm by Pres. Mark Henn

Devotion: John 2. Consider how God makes miracles in the ordinary.

Visitor: Harold Nigbor

Approval of Minutes
MOTION: Approve minutes. Seconded, approved.

New Business

1. Tables. Longer banquet tables have been purchased, discuss selling rounds.
MOTION: Sell 10 round tables and storage cart. Keep 2. Seconded, carries.
2. Audit Report.  This committee has not met. Table for next month.
3. Bookkeeper. No applicants were received from within the congregation. External applicants have applied and are in first
round of screening.
MOTION: Hire Connie Henn as Limited Term Employee to train new hire and maintain financial health after Nina’s
departure. Seconded. Carried.
4. Noisy Bucket.  Propose California fire LWR campaign.
MOTION: Make California Wildfires through LWR our February cause. Seconded. Carries.
MOTION: Make St. Jude. March noisy bucket cause and make Wounded Warriors April noisy bucket cause. Seconded,
Carried.
5. Resignation of Office Administrator
Michelle will be leaving us at the end of February.
Job opening will be in bulletin for two weeks prior to external publication.
Job Description needs revision to include compilation of the annual report.
6. Email. Icon software can support sending email to a large group. How could we use this tool to communicate with the
congregation?
Weekly: schedules (food pantry, committee, announcements)
Ad Hoc: funeral notifications
7. Annual Meeting Agenda. Pastor and Mark presented. Send any additional feedback to them soon.
8. Sign Board. Suggestion and discussion to use sign board to promote special activities. (Christmas services, game night)
as well as our normal service and coffee hour.
Old Business
1. Ceiling Project. Beadboard and new lighting estimated at $300.



Reports

MOTION: Move forward with this project and fund estimated $300 from the building fund. Seconded. Carried.

Exterior Door Replacement. Two quotes received. Property committee recommends Drexel option. ~$15,000
Will investigate framing side door openings to a standard size to reduce cost.

One functional Lever handle on exterior of front door.

MOTION: present Drexel quote and estimated cost to the congregation at the annual meeting.

Bingo Update: flyers available to post

To establish an Outreach Committee the Funding Forward participants propose the following Continuing Resolution:

C13.07.F25 An Outreach Ministry shall be responsible to connect the congregation to its wider community by meeting
people where they are, networking with other churches and community organizations, and actively welcoming our neighbors.

MOTION: to accept resolution. Seconded. Carried.

Pastor
o New Member session brainstorm
Parish Council
o Proposed Date: Tuesday, February 18th
Worship Committee
o Will use new liturgy through Feb.
o Need to provide backup for Harold for Lent dates.
Children’s Ministry Committee (Dar Cravillion)
M-Team
o Game Night
Finance Ministry
o Steve M. filling in for Connie H during tax season.
o Next meeting tentatively scheduled for Feb 5" pending new bookkeeper.

o

Revenue Expense Summary
Summary Trial Balance for General Operating
Summary Trial Balance for Designated Projects
m  Suggest funding the doors from the money market and using a portion of the CD that will be due in May to
replenish it.
o Balance by fund
MOTION: Accept and approve financial reports as presented. Seconded. Carried.
Property Committee
Endowment Committee
Archive Committee

o O

Other Business

Closing Prayer

Motion to Adjourn. Seconded. Carried.

Adjourned at 8:41PM.

Next Meeting Date: February 11, 2025



