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We also provide  our service  
   at our Facebook page :  
“First Lutheran Church ELCA” 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 
W2314 Prospect Street 
P.O. Box 250 
Poy Sippi, WI 54967 

Pastor:   Pastor Rebekah Tarras 

Email    pastortarras@gmail.com 

Office Phone  (920) 987-5151 

Cell Phone   (715) 897-5393 
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Council President: Mark Henn    

Home Phone  715-820-2565 

Email    cmhenn96@gmail.com 
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Office Administrator: Michelle McClone 

Office Phone  (920) 987-5151  

Church Email - firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians "He himself granted that some are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ." — Ephesians 4:11-13 
 
Last week, I participated in a Zoom meeting with our Synod staff and heard updates that sparked both reflection and hope. 
One presentation shared findings from a recent report by the ELCA’s Research and Evaluation team. The data revealed a 
challenging reality: 

● Between 2015 and 2023, 1,914 new pastors were ordained in the ELCA, but 3,773 retired—a difference of 1,859. 
● There are now 7,156 active pastors for 8,464 congregations, with only 6,013 actively serving in congregations. 
● The median age of pastors is 56. 

 
On the surface, these numbers may feel daunting. Yet, I see in them an opportunity—an invitation to reimagine how we 
equip one another for the work of ministry. Paul’s words to the Ephesians remind us that each of us has gifts to offer for 
building up the body of Christ. Ministry is not limited to pastors alone but is shared by the whole church. 
 
As we embrace this call, I feel led to provide training in two key areas to empower lay members in our congregation: 
 
1. Lay Sermon Training 
Preaching God’s Word is a powerful way to serve, and I am excited to offer training sessions for those interested in learning 
how to craft and deliver sermons. Not only will this help us manage pulpit supply needs, but it will also allow individuals to 
grow in faith and share their gifts in meaningful ways. 
 
2. Visitation Ministry Training 
Connection is at the heart of our faith community. To extend Christ’s love and care to those who are homebound, in nursing 
homes, or navigating life transitions, I am planning to train and support a visitation team. This ministry will help ensure every 
member feels the presence of Christ through the care and prayers of their church family. 
 
I am excited to see how these efforts will strengthen our congregation, deepen our connections, and build us up in unity and 
faith. Please pray for these initiatives, and if you feel called to participate in either training, I would love to hear from you. 
 
Together, let us embrace the gifts God has given us and move forward in faith, trusting that God will guide and sustain us as 
we grow in ministry. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
Pastor Rebekah Tarras 
  



Worship Notes for First 
 

Date Scripture Readings Reader Notes 

February 2 
10:30 am  

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
 

Diane 
 
Greeter::Mark 
 

Communion at the Rail 
 
Communion Assistant:  Diane 
 
Bread Baker: Katie 

February 9 
10:00 am 
At Grace  

Special Service at Grace in 
Berlin featuring the Scott 
Street Puppets 

 Communion in the pew 

February 16 
10:30 am  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 
Psalm 1 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
Luke 6:17-26  

Lenny 
 
 
Greeter: Sandy 

Communion in the pew 

February 23 
10:30 am  

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Luke 6:27-38  

Steve 
 
Greeter: Diane 

Communion in the pew 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Office Information 

Pastor:  Monday and Wednesday    9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Office:  Monday and Wednesday    10:00 am – 2:00 pm  
Michelle out of office on 2/3/25 
Times may change and they will be noted when possible in the Sunday bulletin.  
Bulletin Deadline 

Information should be turned into the church by 10:00 Wednesday to ensure adequate time to process the 
information into the following Sunday’s bulletin.   
The First Edition 

Please provide the church office with new items for the newsletter by 20th of each month. You may email 
your news in a Word Document format to firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com 

 
WE NEED YOUR UPDATED  EMAIL ADDRESS 

With the rising cost of postage, our database system allows emails to be sent out to our members.  This is 
a great way to communicate with you all.  If you could please let Michelle know your most current and 
correct email, she will then update ICON.  Please email it to firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com or call 920-987-
5151 
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READ ALL ABOUT IT…IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Special Worship Service with Grace Lutheran – February 9 at 10:00 am  

We are excited about an upcoming special joint worship service with Grace Lutheran on Sunday, February 9, at 10:00 am at 
Grace Lutheran (384 Oak Street, Berlin)! The Scott Street Puppets will be joining us for a lively and engaging performance 
that will add a unique and fun element to our worship experience. Note there will not be a service at First Lutheran on that 
day.   

Following the service, we will gather for a potluck meal, providing a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and connection with 
our friends from Grace Lutheran. Please bring a dish to share as we enjoy great food and good company.  We hope to see 
you there! 

Adult Bible Study  

Adult Bible Study is held on Monday afternoons at 1:30 pm at First Lutheran and Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm at Grace 
Lutheran.  Anyone is invited to join in. No experience is required. Bibles are available if you need one. Questions? Talk to 
Pastor Rebekah  

Summer Bible Camp Registration is Open 
Crossways Bible Camp offers programs for all ages and families.  Online registration is live at CrosswaysCamps.org.  Sign 
up today. 

 Bookkeeper job opening  
We are looking for a person to fill that position as Nina has completed her time here and Connie is filling in 

temporarily.   Please see job description located on the bulletin board.  If you are interested, please submit a 

resume to firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com 

 

Office Administrator job opening 
Michelle will be leaving us and we are actively working on filling the position.  If you are interested, the job 

description is on the bulletin board.  Please submit resume to firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com 

 

Valentines Event 
The M- Team is planning a Valentine’s day event.  Since it’s on a Friday we are planning on fish at a local 

restaurant. Watch for further details in the Sunday bulletin.  

 

Noisy Bucket  
December Noisy Bucket was for ELCA Good Gifts and was $1542.76 with a match of $1020.00 from Endowment.    
 

Men’s Breakfast 
A Sign-up sheet has been started for the rest of the school year,  so please sign up if you would like to participate in the 
breakfast.  The date is Saturday, February 8th at First Lutheran 
 

Thedacare at Home 
Thedacare at Home is seeking hospice volunteers in Berlin, Wautoma and surrounding communities to assist in caring for 
terminally ill patients and their families.  Training is provided,  please contact Sarah Lederer at 920-422-6884 or 
sarah.lederer@thedacare.org 
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Monthly Celebration Fellowship 
Reminder that the First Sunday of each month we will be celebrating the month’s Birthday’s by the M-Team providing 
cupcakes, coffee and fellowship following church.  A great way to start off your Birthday month!   

    
 

                                          

 
 
 

join Us for a Bingo Fundraiser February 1 
Mark your calendars for an afternoon of fun and fellowship! On Saturday, February 1, First and Grace 
Lutheran Churches are coming together to host a Bingo Fundraiser at Grace Lutheran Church, located at 
384 Oak Street, Berlin. 

This exciting event will feature: 

              Bingo games for all ages 

            Delicious food for sale 

     A basket raffle 

     A silent auction 

Best of all, all proceeds from the event will go to support our local food pantries, helping those in need in 
our community. 

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors for an afternoon of fun, great prizes, and the joy of giving back. 



 

 

The February Noisy Bucket Mission of the Month will 

be support for the California Wildfires.  

 

 

Celebrating January Birthdays 

 

 

 
 

            



        

                                         
 

 
1st  - Colleen Hein     02/14 Steve & Joanne Andersen 
2nd – Harold Nigbor & Kay Jeske        
6th – Linda Gruett        
8th – Kelsi Cravillion 
12th – Sue Wendt 
14th – Emily Goehring 
15th – Michael McPeak 
17th – Joan Everson & Paul Jorgensen 
20th – Charles Goehring & Gary Monroe 
24th – Gen Everson 
25th – Debbie Sattler 
 
 
 

Please keep the following people in your continued prayers 

Mark Bongart   Dick Tuner    Gen Everson 

John Trochinski   Phyllis Jenks    Carolyn Holz 

Pastor Rick Rieten   Marcella    Shannon McPeak 

Bill H     Viola Schwanke   Doris Koepke 

Jaci Boening    Dean Schoen    Lee Nelsen 

James Cartwright   Mark & Tammy Kretzmann  

 
For those battling cancer:  Tom, Dave L., Danan, Bill, Vicki and Donna 

 
 



                    

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

12:00-3;00 

Bingo at 

Grace  

2 

9;15 Coffee 

Fellowship 

& Sunday 

School 

10:30 

Worship 

 

3 

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 

Michelle out 

Worship 

Committee 

1:30 Bible 

Study 

4  

Office  

Closed 

6:30 

Endowment 

Committee 

5 

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 Michelle 

in 

10:15 Choir 

Rehearsal 

11:15 Archive 

Committee 

1:00 Finance 

Ministry 

Meeting 

6 

Office  

Closed 

7 

Office  

Closed 

Food Pantry 

9-10:30 & 3-

4:30 

8 

8:00 Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

Grace 

9 

10:00 Joint 

Worship with 

Grace  

10 

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 

Michelle in 

1:30 Bible 

Study 

2:45 M-Team 

11 

6:30 Council 

Meeting 

12 

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 Michelle 

in 

 

10:15 Choir  

Rehearsal 

13 

Office  

Closed 

14 

Office Closed 

Valentine’s 

Day outing 

15 

 

16 
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& Sunday 

School 

10:30 

Worship 

6:30 Mutual 

Ministry 

17   

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 

Michelle in 

1:30 Bible 

Study 

18 

Office  

Closed 

6:30 Parish 

Council  

19 

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 Michelle 

in 

Deadline for 

newsletter 

 

10:15 Choir  

Rehearsal 

20 

Office  

Closed 

21 

Office  

Closed 

22 

23 
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School 

10:30 

Worship 

24 
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Michelle in 
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25 

Office  

Closed 

26 

9:00 Pastor in 

10:00 Michelle 

in 

 

10:15 Choir  

Rehearsal 

27 

Office  

Closed 

28 

Office  

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIRST LUTHERAN COUNCIL MINUTES                                                          

 

 

 
Attendance: 

Mark Henn (Pres.) X Jan Strehlow X 

Kevin Birschbach (V.Pres.) X Jerry Wrage X 

Dar Cravillion (Treas.) X Lenny Langkau X 

Mali Beine (Sec.) X Joan Everson X 

Pastor Rebekah Tarras X Jim Laird X 

  

Call to Order: Called to order at 6:33by Pres. Mark Henn. 
Devotions: Luke 2.  
Visitor(s): None 
Approval of Minutes:  
MOTION: Approve November minutes as written. Seconded and Carries. 
   
Finance Ministry 

1. New members of this ministry will be needed. Ministry made of a congregational member, Council Treasurer, 
Pastor. 

Monthly Financials 
1. Review October Financial Report 

MOTION: Accept October Financial Report. Seconded. Carried 
2. Review November Financial Report 

MOTION: Accept November Financial Report. Seconded. Carried. 
 
New Business 

1. Report/suggestions from the Funding Forward Group 
a. Define “Committee” as a group with a budget line item and a report to council 
b. Recommend founding of Outreach committee with stated goal to focus on serving our community. 
c. Clarify scope, goals, members, of existing members 
d. Engage congregation in teams. 
e. Action: draft a Continuing Resolution C13.07.F25 – Mali will do this and email. 

2. Annual reports for each ministry area due to office by January 5th 
3. Proposed 2025 Budget 

MOTION to approve budget and forward to annual meeting. 
4. Lord’s Acre Funds 

MOTION hold $400 in pass through liability account and add the remaining $255.86 to the Unspecified Missions. Seconded. 
Carries 

5. Unspecified Missions$726.17 + Lord’s Acre + Donation = $982.03 
a. $200 LWR hurricane fund 
b. $200 ELCA World Hunger 
c. $200 Food Pantry 
d. $200 King Home 
e. $200 Crossways 

MOTION Recommend this donation structure for Unspecified Funds to Donation. Seconded. Carried. 
 
Unfinished Business: 

1. Approve credit card policy 
MOTION: Approve Credit Card Usage Policy December 10, 2024 

2. Review list of policies 
3. Coat room ceiling 



a. Quote received, but contractor did not think this was asbestos. 
4. Labeling of new tables 

 
Archive Committee 
Parish Council 
Noisy Bucket 
 December – ELCA Good Gifts. Endowment has agreed to match 1:1. 
Children’s Ministry Committee (Dar Cravillion) 
Worship     
Upcoming: Dec 15, Cantata, Dec 22 Special service 
New liturgy setting in January 
M-Team   
Saturday, January 18th Game night  
Endowment Fund Committee 
Property Committee (Mark Henn, Kevin Birschbach, & Steve Macijeski)  
Discussion consider front door repair 
Staff Reports: 
Pastoral acts Aker Olson Baptism, multiple members on hospice care. 
Will plan to offer new member session in new year 
Organist 
Office   
Custodian  New tables need to be labeled (FLC 2024) 
Adjourn:  
MOTION: to adjourn 8:53 PM, seconded, carried. 
Next meeting – Tuesday, January 14, 2024 
Pastor led closing prayer. 
 


