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From our Pastor:
Happy New Year!

This year we are in a new year of the lectionary cycle focused on the Gospel of Luke. In Luke, we encounter the
compassionate, inclusive, and deeply human nature of Jesus. Luke’s account of Jesus offers us a rich tapestry of stories
that invite us to follow Jesus’ example of love, justice, and grace.

In Luke’s Gospel, we hear of Jesus reaching out to the marginalized—the poor, the sick, the outcast—and offering them not
only healing but hope. We see the good news extended to all people, and we are called to reflect on how we, too, are called
to live out this message in our own lives. Luke emphasizes the importance of prayer, the joy of salvation, and the call to
discipleship.

In this new year, | encourage you to take time to read and reflect on the words of the Gospel of Luke. Maybe you spend
some time each day reading through the gospel on your own. Maybe as a family you can read the stories together after
your evening meal. Maybe you find a few friends and get together for coffee each week and read a chapter together and
talk about what you hear God saying to you. | also invite you to consider joining me in Bible study on Monday afternoons at
1:30 pm at First Lutheran or Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm at Grace.

The Gospel of Luke is filled with stories we may already know—like the parable of the Good Samaritan, the prodigal son,
and the journey to the cross—but reading them through fresh eyes will open up new layers of meaning and relevance for
our lives today. As we walk with Jesus through Luke’s account, we are invited to ask questions, reflect on His teachings,
and seek to embody His love in our communities.

As we read and reflect on Luke’s Gospel, let us remember that this is not just a story of Jesus’ life and ministry—it is a call
to action. We are invited to walk in Jesus’ footsteps, to serve the least, to love our neighbors, and to bring peace to the
world around us.

This year, let us open our hearts to the message of Jesus as told by Luke, allowing it to shape our lives, strengthen our
faith, and deepen our sense of mission. May we be transformed by the words of Jesus, and may we, in turn, become
instruments of God’s love in the world.

In Christ’s peace,
Pastor Rebekah Tarras

PS: We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all who sent Christmas cards and gifts this season. Your thoughtful
gestures have been a source of warmth and joy for us, and we feel truly blessed to be part of this wonderful congregation.
The kindness and generosity you have shown are reminders of the love and care that make our community so special. We
are incredibly grateful for each of you, and we thank God for the opportunity to serve alongside you in faith. Wishing you all
a blessed and joyful New Year!

With love and appreciation,
Pastor Rebekah and Jeff



Office Information

Pastor: Monday and Wednesday 9:00 am —12:00 pm

Office: Monday and Wednesday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Times may change and they will be noted when possible in the Sunday bulletin.

Bulletin Deadline

Information should be turned into the church by 10:00 Wednesday to ensure adequate time to process the
information into the following Sunday’s bulletin.

The First Edition

Please provide the church office with new items for the newsletter by 20th of each month. You may email
your news in @ Word Document format to firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com

WE NEED YOUR UPDATED EMAIL ADDRESS
With the rising cost of postage, our database system allows emails to be sent out to our members. This is
a great way to communicate with you all. If you could please let Michelle know your most current and
correct email, she will then update ICON. Please email it to firstiuthpoysippi@gmail.com or call 920-987-
5151

Worship Notes
Date Scripture Readings Reader | Notes
Jan 5 Second Sunday of Christmas | Karin Communion at the Rail
10:30 am Jeremiah 31:7-14

Psalm 147:12-20 Communion Assistant: Dar

Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:[1-9] 10-18 Bread Baker: Diane
Jan 12 Baptism of Our Lord Colleen | Communion in the pew
10:30 am Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Jan 19 Second Sunday after Dar Communion in the pew
10:30 am Epiphany

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

John 2:1-11
Jan 26 Third Sunday after Epiphany | Kim Communion in the pew
10:30 am Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Note: the Annual Meeting follows

Luke 4:14-21 worship
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READ ALL ABOUT IT...IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Introducing a New Setting of the Liturqy: Setting 8 from the ELW
This month we will introduce a new setting of the liturgy in our worship. Setting 8 is a beautiful and contemporary setting that
combines traditional elements with a fresh, vibrant approach to the liturgy.

Special Worship Service with Grace Lutheran — February 9 at 10:00 am

We are excited about an upcoming special joint worship service with Grace Lutheran on Sunday, February 9, at 10:00 am at
Grace Lutheran (384 Oak Street, Berlin)! The Scott Street Puppets will be joining us for a lively and engaging performance
that will add a unique and fun element to our worship experience. Note there will not be a service at First Lutheran on that
day.

Following the service, we will gather for a potluck meal, providing a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and connection with
our friends from Grace Lutheran. Please bring a dish to share as we enjoy great food and good company. We hope to see
you there!

Discover Your Place at First Lutheran Church

At First Lutheran Church, we are blessed to welcome visitors into our community. Whether you've joined us for worship,
attended a special event, or simply stopped by out of curiosity, we're so glad you're here. Our doors are always open to
those seeking a place to grow in faith, connect with others, and serve in meaningful ways.

If you've been wondering what it means to be part of our church family, we invite you to explore the possibility of becoming
a member. Membership at First Lutheran Church is about more than attending worship; it’s about finding your place in a
community of believers who encourage, support, and inspire one another to live out God’s love in the world.

If you are interested in learning more about First Lutheran and becoming a member, we invite you to an information session
with Pastor Rebekah on Sunday, January 19 following worship. This is a wonderful chance to meet others, ask questions,
and find out more about becoming part of our church family. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
pastor Rebekah at pastortarras@gmail.com or 715/897-5393.

The M-team is hosting a Game Night — Saturday, January 18
Mark your calendars for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship! Join us on Saturday, January 18, from 4:30 to 6:30 PM
for Game Night in the fellowship hall.

Bring your favorite board game, card game, or party game to share, and a snack to enjoy with others. The M-team will be
providing a supper. This is a great opportunity to connect with friends, meet new people, and enjoy some lighthearted
competition.

All ages are welcome, so gather the family, invite a friend, and come ready to play! Let's make it a night filled with laughter,
good company, and maybe even a few victorious cheers. We can't wait to see you there!

Congregational Annual Meeting — Sunday, January 26

Mark your calendars for our Congregational Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 26, immediately following worship! This
important meeting is an opportunity for all members to gather, reflect on the past year, and look forward to what God has in
store for us in the coming year. We encourage everyone to participate as we elect new people to the church council,
discuss ministry goals, budget matters, and other important aspects of our shared life together as a congregation. Your
voice matters, and your presence will contribute to the continued health and vitality of our community. Please plan to join us
as we celebrate what God has done and look ahead to the opportunities for growth and service in the year ahead.
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Confirmation Update

Confirmation Classes for 7t and 8" graders will resume on January 8 and continue each Wednesday at 6:30 pm until Lent.
Last fall we learned about the Ten Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed. In the new year, we will shift to the Lord’s
Prayer, the Sacraments, and living out our faith. Questions? Talk to Pastor Rebekah.

Adult Bible Study

Adult Bible Study is held on Monday afternoons at 1:30 pm at First Lutheran and Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm at Grace
Lutheran. Anyone is invited to join in. No experience is required. Bibles are available if you need one. Questions? Talk to
Pastor Rebekah

Financial Giving

Offering Envelopes for 2025 are available in the narthex at the church. Please stop by to pick your box up if you have not
already done so. If we missed providing a box for you, stop by the church office and we will gladly get a box for you.
Another option is to consider using online giving. To use this option, go to our website, go to the “Giving” tab, select
“electronically” click on “link” and you will be taken to our giving portal through Vanco. You can give a one-time offering and
even set up recurring donations. Thank you in advance for your generous support of ministry at First.

Summer Bible Camp Registration is Open
Crossways Bible Camp offers programs for all ages and families. Online registration is live at CrosswaysCamps.org. Sign
up today.

Bookkeeper job opening

Nina has given her resignation and we will be looking for a person to fill that position. Please see job
description located on the bulletin board. If you are interested, please submit a resume to
firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com

Save the date
We are having a Game Night at First Lutheran on January 18". Bring your favorite board, card or cribbage
game. More info will follow.

Serving Schedule

The 2025 schedule has been created for Greeters, Readers, Communion Assistant and Bread Makers. If you are
in need of the schedule there are some located in the Narthex. If you are on the schedule and it looks like you
would be able to serve on a particular day, phone numbers for others are also included on the schedule.

Noisy Bucket

November Noisy Bucket was for Old Honor Glory Flight and we raised $560.73

Men’s Breakfast
A Sign-up sheet has been started for the rest of the school year, so please sign up if you would like to participate in the
breakfast. The date is Saturday, January 11 at Grace Lutheran.

Monthly Celebration Fellowship
Reminder that the First Sunday of each month we will be celebrating the month’s Birthday’s by the M-Team providing
cupcakes, coffee and fellowship foIIowmg church. A great way to start off your Birthday month!
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join Us for a Bingo Fundraiser February 1

Mark your calendars for an afternoon of fun and fellowship! On Saturday, February 1, First and Grace
Lutheran Churches are coming together to host a Bingo Fundraiser at Grace Lutheran Church, located at
384 Oak Street, Berlin.

This exciting event will feature:
&= Bingo games for all ages
& Delicious food for sale

T Abasket raffle

& A silent auction

We are collecting items for the silent auction and basket raffle. If you would like to donate, bring your
contributions to church by January 26. Your generosity will help make this event a success!

Best of all, all proceeds from the event will go to support our local food pantries, helping those in need in
our community.

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors for an afternoon of fun, great prizes, and the joy of giving back.



Qualified Charitable Distributions - Is this right for me?

Looking for a smart tax-efficient strategy to make charitable contributions and yet reap
meaningful tax benefits? Are you 70 %2 and have an IRA? If you answered yes to both
these questions, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) may be just what you are
looking for.

What is a QCD? It is a tax-free donation directly from your IRA to a qualified
organization such as First Lutheran Church.

Do | qualify? You must be 70 %2 or older and own an IRA such as a Traditional or
Inherited IRA. There are a select few other accounts that qualify as well. Talk to your
financial adviser to see if you have a qualifying account.

How much can I donate? Have no fear...the maximum you may use for an QCD for
2025 is $108,000!

Why is this a benefit to me? QCDs can reduce your adjusted gross income and lower
your tax bracket on the amount of taxes you pay. Example: You choose to donate

$5,000 to First Lutheran (whether monthly, quarterly or as a one time donation). This
money is taken from your qualifying account and directly sent to First Lutheran. You do
not have to report this withdrawal as income on your tax return. Also, if you make these
distributions from your IRA prior to turning 73 or 75 depending on when you were born,
it reduces your IRA, which in turn can reduce your required minimum distributions
(RMD).

To get started on this Win-Win method of donating to First Lutheran Church contact the
financial institution where your IRA is housed.
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On December 1%, Church members
got together to help “Deck the
Halls” All ages participated and it
turned out worship space into
something beautiful for the
Advent/Christmas season. Thank
you to all helped with this!




Celebrating December Birthdays
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Save the Date for some special upcoming events
Jan 26 - annual meeting following worship
Feb 1 - Bingo fundraiser for food pantries Jan 26
Feb 9 - the Scott Street Puppets will be back

CELEBRATEY

JANUARY
 BIRTHDAYS

-

ARL

1st Wayne Rew 1st Mark & Connie Henn
10th George Huerth 26t Mali & Eric Beine
1/12 Joanne Andersen

13th Ray Schierland

15t Dawn Jewell & Diane Warning

24t Adilynn Olsen

27t Sheri Bahr

31st Todd Kapp



Please keep the following people in your continued prayers

John Latshaw Mark Bongart Doris Koepke
Dick Tuner Gen Everson Carolyn Holz
John Trochinski Judy Button Dean Schoen
Phyllis Jenks Pastor Rick Rieten Diane Holz
Marcella Shannon McPeak Bill H

Viola Schwanke Greg Auck James Cartwright
Lee Nelsen

For those battling cancer: Tom, Dave L., Danan, Bill, Vicki and Donna

Church Officers

& Leaders

Elected Position Needed for 2025

Candidates needed: we are looking to fill candidate slots prior to our Annual Meeting in January. [f you
are willing to say to the Lord “Send Me” (Isaiah6:8) for any of these positions, please contact Mark Henn,
Natalie Deppe or Megan Olsen. The needed positions are: Church Council, need 3 (3 year term)
Endowment Committee, need 3 (3 year term)

Delegates to represent First Lutheran at these Annual Meetings. All are once a year Synod Assembly,
need 1 male and 1 female, Bethany Home, need 2, Crossways Camp, need 2, Oshkosh Conference,
need 2.



JANUARY 2025

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Happy New Office 9: & 3:30
Years Closed Food Pantry
1:30 Stampin
Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9;15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | Office 10:15 Choir Office Office 8:00 Men’s
Fellowship 10:00 Closed Rehearsal Closed Closed Breakfast @
& Sunday Michelle in 1:00 Finance First
School 12:30 Ministry
10:30 Worship
Worship Committee
1:30 Bible
Study
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9;15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | 6:30 Council | 10:15 Choir Office 9: & 3:30 4:30 - 6:30
Fellowship 10:00 Meeting Rehearsal Closed Food Pantry | Game Night
& Sunday Michelle in Office at First
School 12:30 Closed
10:30 1:30 Bible
Worship Study
2:45 M-Team
19 20 2 22 23 24 25
9;15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | Office 10:15 Choir Office Office
Fellowship 10:00 Closed Rehearsal Closed Closed
& Sunday Michelle in
School 1:30 Bible
10:30 Study
Worship
26 27 28 29 30 31
9;15 Coffee 9:00 Pastor in | Office 10:15 Choir Office Office
Fellowship 10:00 Closed Rehearsal Closed Closed
& Sunday Michelle in
School 1:30 Bible
10:30 Study

Worship




FIRST LUTHERAN COUNCIL MINUTES 11/11/24

Attendance:

Mark Henn (Pres.)

Kevin Birschbach (V.Pres.)
Dar Cravillion (Treas.)

Mali Beine (Sec.)

Pastor Rebekah Tarras

Jan Strehlow
Jerry Wrage
Lenny Langkau
Joan Everson
Jim Laird

XXX XX
XXX XX

Call to Order: Called to order at 6:31 by Pres. Mark Henn.
Devotions: A heart of worship and service. Psalm 100.
Visitor(s): none
Approval of Minutes:
MOTION: Approve September minutes as written. Seconded and Carries.
New Business
1. Safety plan FYI that a draft is being workshopped.Pastor and Mali
2. Sunday School Classroom Move — Mark
a. Forward to Childeren’s Ministry committee for classroom relocation decisions.
3. Meeting Room Move — Mark
a. Consider quilt frame is 60" x 80" ++
4. Order doors for second room
a. Consider that color match may be a limited time
MOTION: get matching doors for the second room that match the first with funds to be taken from the building fund. Seconded. Carries
5. Update on deep cleaning — Joan
a. Supplier to visit on Saturday at 11:00
b. Send Joan a list To-Do list
6. Pastor’s Salary (2.5%)-Mark
MOTION: Approve 2.5%. Seconded. Carried.
7. Covenant wording change
MOTION to accept changes to Shared Ministry Covenant November 4, 2024. Seconded, Carried
8. Nominating committee and open positions — Pastor
a. Must have 2 additional council members for 2025, could have 4.
b. Wil need new Treasurer as well.
c. Natilie, Megan and Mark are nominating committee
9. Request from bookkeeper for copy of minutes as soon after meeting as possible in case of any bookkeeping adjustments need to be
made.

Unfinished Business:
1. Approve credit card policy - TABLED

Other Business
1. 1500 Committee estimated $5,000 budget
2. Coatroom Ceiling
a. Previously water damaged
b. Has asbestos; needs to be covered or remain untouched.
MOTION: table ceiling repair and get a quote for asbestos removal. Second. Carried
3. Stage needs to be contracted out (cannot happen until January)
4. Staff rates discussion.
a. Organist is flat rate per service.
b. Custodian, bookkeeper, administrator are hourly
MOTION to increase all staff wages by 2.5%. Seconded. Carries

Reports:
Monthly Financials
Table

Finance Ministry
Will meet 11-14 and 12-9.

Current fiscal year is December 1st > November 30. Recommending returning to fiscal year to align with calendar year. This would make
2025 a 13month fiscal year.



MOTION: accept financial ministry recommendation as proposed. Seconded. Carried.

Parish Council (Mark Henn)

Noisy Bucket
November - Honor Flight, December - ELCA Good Gifts with match challenge. January-Boys Town

Request to include this total in bulletin or newsletter at end of month.

Children’s Ministry Committee (Dar Cravillion)
Ordered next quarter's materials

Worship
Upcoming: Community Thanksgiving Service, Advent plans, Dec 15 Canata, Dec 22 Special service

Committee will use time and talent survey’s to put together a schedule.

M-Team
Pie social, Deck the Halls luncheon

Endowment Fund Committee
Met and dispersed $8,220. Next meeting February 4t

Property Committee (Mark Henn, Kevin Birschbach, & Steve Macijeski)
Complete projects: Highway sign cleanup, Painting in hallway
Considering adding temporary “hangers” to highway signs to announce service changes

Staff Reports:
Pastoral acts:
Organist
Office
Custodian
New tables need to be labeled (FLC 2024)
Adjourn:
MOTION: to adjourn 8:12 PM, seconded, carried.
Next meeting — Tuesday, December 10, 2024
Pastor led closing prayer.



