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From Pastor Rebekah Tarras 

 

November 2025 

 

As I write this article in mid-October, the news is filled with uncertainty. The government 

shutdown has left many people anxious, angry, or afraid. Some are frustrated by political 

gridlock; others are worried about what might happen next, especially when it comes to 

things like health insurance premiums or the cost of living. It’s hard to stay hopeful when 

the world feels so unsettled. 

 

That’s when we most need to shift our view, to lift our eyes from the chaos and focus again 

on what’s still true: God is good, and God is faithful, even in uncertain seasons. The 

prophet Habakkuk wrote, “Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no 

grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; 

even though the flocks die in the fields and the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the 

Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!” (Habakkuk 3:17–18, NLT). That’s faith that 

looks squarely at reality and still chooses trust. 
 

To help us lean into that kind of trust, we’re sharing a “30 Days Gratitude Scripture 

Challenge”. Each day includes a short verse to help you pause, breathe, and remember 

that gratitude is a spiritual practice that steadies the soul. It doesn’t erase the hard stuff, 

but it helps us see that God is still here, providing, guiding, and working for good. 
 

You can use these daily verses in many ways: as part of your daily devotion, by 

journaling your reflections, or by writing the verses on sticky notes and posting them 

around your home. Share them on social media, or tuck one into a note for a friend. Each 

verse offers a way to stretch our gratitude muscles and lean a little closer into God’s 

presence. 
 

Practicing gratitude doesn’t mean pretending everything’s perfect. It’s about noticing 

God’s presence in ordinary moments; when the coffee’s hot, when a friend checks in, 

when you realize you’ve made it through another day. Gratitude shifts our focus from 

what’s missing to what’s already here. It gives us a new way to see, even when life feels 

uncertain. 
 

May this November be a season of hope that steadies you, honor that humbles you, and 

may thanksgiving shift your view toward the goodness of God that’s been there all along. 

 

With faith and gratitude, 

 Pastor Rebekah Tarras 

 



  

 

First Lutheran – November 2025 

30 Days of Gratitude 
A Daily Journey of Hope, Honor, and Thanksgiving 

 
“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances…”  

– 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 (NLT) 
Day Scripture Focus 
Nov 1 Psalm 118:24 Rejoice in the gift of today. 
Nov 2 Habakkuk 2:3 Wait in hope; God’s promise still stands. (All Saints) 
Nov 3 Hebrews 12:1 Give thanks for the saints who inspire us. 
Nov 4 Psalm 145:1–2 Praise God every day. 
Nov 5 Lamentations 3:22–23 God’s mercy is new every morning. 
Nov 6 Job 19:25 “I know that my Redeemer lives.” (Veterans) 
Nov 7 John 15:13 Honor those who love through sacrifice. 
Nov 8 Psalm 17:6–7 Give thanks that God hears our prayers. 
Nov 9 Philippians 1:3 Thank God for the people who bless your life. 
Nov 10 Psalm 100:1–2 Shout for joy to the Lord! (Thanksgiving) 
Nov 11 Psalm 100:4 Enter God’s presence with thanksgiving. 
Nov 12 James 1:17 Every good gift comes from God. 
Nov 13 Colossians 3:15 Let peace rule your heart—and be thankful. 
Nov 14 Colossians 3:16–17 Do everything in the name of Jesus, with thanks. 
Nov 15 1 Thessalonians 5:18 Give thanks in all circumstances. 
Nov 16 Philippians 4:6–7 Trade worry for prayer and peace. 
Nov 17 Psalm 9:1 Tell others about God’s wonderful deeds. 
Nov 18 Ruth 1:16 Give thanks for loyal friendship. (Thankoffering) 
Nov 19 Psalm 139:1–2 God knows you deeply and loves you still. 
Nov 20 Psalm 139:14 “Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!” 
Nov 21 Matthew 9:22 Give thanks for Christ’s healing touch. 
Nov 22 Psalm 92:1–2 It’s good to give thanks morning and night. 
Nov 23 Colossians 2:6–7 Let your roots grow down in gratitude. 
Nov 24 Psalm 136:1 God’s faithful love endures forever. 
Nov 25 Romans 12:10 Honor one another with genuine love. 
Nov 26 1 Chronicles 16:34 Thank the Lord, for God is good! 
Nov 27 Ephesians 5:20 Give thanks for everything to God. (Thanksgiving 

Day) 
Nov 28 2 Corinthians 9:11 You are enriched to share your blessings. 
Nov 29 Hebrews 13:15 Offer a continual sacrifice of praise. 
Nov 30 Psalm 107:1 End the month as you began—grateful. 

 

Invite others to join in! Post your gratitude moments on social media, share a verse that speaks to you, or write 
a note of thanks to someone who made a difference. Gratitude grows best when shared. 

 
 
 



  

November Worship Theme: Hope, Honor, and Thanksgiving 
In a time when the world feels uncertain, we turn our hearts toward what remains steady –  
God’s goodness and faithfulness. This month we’ll reflect on hope that endures, honor that recognizes 
the image of God in others, and thanksgiving that helps us see grace in ordinary places. May worship this 
November re-center our hearts and remind us that even now, God is good, and God is near. 

Date Theme and Text Serving 

November 2 
All Saints Sunday 
10:30 am 
Birthdays & Anniversaries  
Communion at the Rail  
Baptism  

Hope, Honor, and Thanksgiving:  
All Saints 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Greeter:  Patti Langkau 
Reader:  Joan Everson 
Communion:  Joan Everson 
Bread Maker:  Diane Warning 

November 9 
Veteran Recognition 
10:30 am 
Speaker: Gary Lawrence  

Hope, Honor, and Thanksgiving: 
 Veteran Recognition 
Job 19:23–27a  
Psalm 17:1–9 
2 Thessalonians 2:13–17 

Greeter:  Joan Everson 
Reader:  Steve/Karin Macijeski  

November 16 
10:30 am 
Special Music by  
Joyce Josie & Laurie Young 

Hope, Honor, and Thanksgiving: 
Thanksgiving & Gratitude 
Psalm 100  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Greeter:  Mark Henn 
Reader:  Lenny Langkau 

November 23 
Thankoffering 
  

Hope, Honor, and Thanksgiving: 
Thankoffering 
Ruth 1:7-16 
Psalm 139:1-14 
Matthew 9:18-25 

Greeter:  Chris Monroe 
Reader:  Joan Everson 

November 26 
7:00 pm  Wednesday 
Community Thanksgiving 
Service  

Give Thanks in All Things 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 100  
Philippians 4:4-9;  
John 6:25-35 

 

November 30 
1st Sunday of Advent 
10:30 am 
Deck the Halls   

Isaiah 64:1-9  
Psalm 80:1-7  

Greeter:  Dar Cravillion 
Reader:  Dar Cravillion 

 
If you are unable to attend in person, join us online on our Facebook page 

or you can listen to worship via radio station  

93.1 FM or 1600 AM at 9:45 am. 

 



  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
26 

9:00 Sunday School 

9:15 Coffee Fellowship 

10:30 Worship+Polka 

11:30 Potluck 

27 

1:30 Bible 

Study 

28 29 

10:00 Choir 

6:30 

Confirmation 

30 

 

31 

 

1 

2 
9:00 Sunday School 
9:15 Coffee Fellowship 

10:30am All Saints 
Worship 
Cupcake Sunday! 
 

3 
12:30 Worship 
Committee 
1:30 Bible Study 
 

4 
7pm Book 
Discussion 
@ Grace 

5 
10am Choir 
6:30pm 
Confirmation  

6 
5:30 
Finance  

7 
9-10:30 
Food Pantry 
1-3 Stampin 
3-4:30 Food 
Pantry 

8 
8:00 Men’s 
Breakfast at 
First  
9am-4pm 
Craft Day at 
Grace! 

9 
9:00 Sunday School 
9:15 Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 Veteran 
Recognition + Worship 
11:30 Meal  

10 
1:30 Bible Study 
2:45 M-Team 
 
 
 
 

11 
6:30pm 
Council 
 
 
 

12 
10am Choir 
11am Archive 
6:30pm 
Confirmation 
 
 
 

13 14 15 
 

16 
9:00 Sunday School 
9:15 Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 Worship 

17 
1:30 Bible Study 
630pm Parish 
Council Mtg @ 
Grace 
 
 

18 
6pm 
Endowment 
7pm Book 
Discussion 
@ Grace 

19 
10am Choir 
6:30pm 
Confirmation 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9:00 Sunday School 
9:15 Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 Worship 

24 
1:30 Bible 
Study 

25 
 

26 
7pm 
Community 
Thanksgiving 
Service & Pie 

27 

 

28 29 

30 
9:00 Sunday School 
9:15 Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Soup Lunch & 
Deck the Halls  

Advent Begins! 

1 
12:30 Worship 
Committee  
1:30 Bible Study 
 
 
 

2 
7pm 
Discussion 
@ Grace 

3 
10am Choir 
11am Archive 
6:30pm 
Confirmation 

4 5 
9-10:30 
Food Pantry 
1-3 Stampin 
3-4:30 Food 
Pantry  

6 

 
           

 5 – Norah Deppe  21 – Jerry Strehlow 

10 – Hermie Schwebs 24 – Deb Smith 

16 – Tara McPeak  25 – Megan Olsen 

 3 - Lenny & Patti Langkau   19 – Tim Andersen  29 – Makenna Jewell 
29 – Gary & Jaci Boening   21 – GeorgiaLee Laird  29 – Chris Monroe 

            30 – Joel Biene 

 



  

First Lutheran Council Minutes – September 9, 2025 

Attendance: 
Bill Deppe (Pres.) X Judy Schierland X 

Dar Cravillion (V.Pres.) X Jim Laird X 

Joan Everson (Treas.) X Lenny Langkau X 

Mali Beine (Sec.) X Pastor Rebekah Tarras      X 

  
Call to Order: Pres Bill Deppe called meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
Devotions: Consider a time you were welcomed. Consider how God has welcomed us, and asks us to welcome others. - 
Luke 15 
Visitor(s): None 
Approval of Minutes:  

Corrected close of Sunday School Year from 2025 to 2026 
MOTION: Approve minutes with noted correction. Seconded. Carried 

Approval of Monthly Financial Reports: 
 Presented Summary Balance, General Operating Report, 13 month General Operating Report; Balance by Fund for 
Checkbook 
 Discussed if “Other General Pastor Expense” is passed correctly through from Grace.(aligns with Grace’s Books 
category) 
 MOTION: approve financial reports as presented. Seconded. Carried. 
New Business: 

1. 10:00am October 12th joint parish service with Potluck hosted by First 
2. Child Safety Policy – Mali will review during Sunday school hour next week. Anyone who would like to help edit a 

new draft is welcome to contribute. Draft will also be circulated for additional comments before bringing back to 
council for approval. 

3. Update Policies – new copies distributed. 
4. October Council Meeting Date October 14th. 
5. Parish Covenant-Review prior to next meeting and send any updates to Bill. 
6. Christmas Schedule –  December, 21st Christmas Cantate 

First Christmas Eve service at Wednesday, Dec 24th at 6:30pm 
Unfinished Business 

1. Windows Project – nearly complete. Only interior trim remains. 
2. Bingo – planning meeting still needs to occur. 
3. Lay Preachers and lay preaching – Pastor is seeking feedback on allowing lay preaching class to present sermons 

about once per month to allow them to remain in-practice. 
MOTION: Council would like to invite lay leaders to share their skills more, and encourages them to schedule a 
rotation throughout the year. Second. Carried. 

4. Men’s Steak fry – was well attended with more than 50 people and parish fellowship was enjoyed. 
5. Party on the Pond-ready to go for Saturday. 
6. Lord’s Acre – well supplied by many members. Judy has been maintaining the stand. 

Reports: 

• Pastor 
o Accomplishments/Activity Highlights, Priorities for the next period; Lessons Learned/Opportunities for 

Improvement. 

• Parish Council (Bill Deppe)– August meeting occurred, groups are still working together harmoniously and the 
shared ministry is strong. 

• Worship Committee (Pastor) 
o Pack the Pew Sunday, Joint Service, Polka Sunday, All Saints, Veterans’, Thanksgiving Wednesday 

Service (community churches are being invited) 

• Children’s Ministry Committee (Dar Cravillion)– Sunday School Starts next Sunday. 
 



  

• M-Team (Jim Laird) 
o Party on the Pond – September 13 
o Pack the Pew and Pantry, Pancake Palooza – September  21 
o Joint Parish Service Potluck 
o Veterans’ Sunday – Potluck 
o Polka Sunday – Potluck 
o Sunshine Bags 
o Deck the Halls – Soup Luncheon 

• Endowment Committee (Joan Everson) – met 8/19 and dispersed $4,900. Next meeting Oct. 18. 

• Property Committee – no news. 

• Archive Committee – on hiatus until December 

• Outreach Committee - Inactive 

• Staff – Carolyn has vacation planned for Sept 22. – Sept 25. 
Other Business 

• Men breakfast this Saturday / Ladies craft day at Grace 
Closing Prayer: 
Adjourn:  

MOTION: Adjourn the meeting 8:04 pm. Seconded. Carried. 
Next Meeting Date: Oct 14, 2025 @ 6:30pm 

 
November Noisy Bucket Mission: Old Glory Honor Flight 

This November, we are excited to support Old Glory Honor Flight as our Mission of the Month 
through our Noisy Bucket Collection. Old Glory Honor Flight is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
honoring our nation's veterans by flying them to Washington, D.C., to visit the memorials built in their 
honor. These flights give veterans the opportunity to reflect, share their stories, and connect with fellow 
service members. 
Many veterans who participate in the Honor Flight experience this journey as a life-changing event—a 
time to heal, remember, and receive the recognition they deserve for their service. It’s a profound way to 
show our gratitude for their sacrifices. 

Throughout November, we will be collecting donations to support Old Glory Honor Flight through 
our Noisy Bucket Collection. Each gift helps cover the costs of flights, meals, transportation, and the 
entire experience for these veterans, ensuring they have a memorable and meaningful trip. 

We encourage you to give generously by placing your donations in the noisy bucket at the back of 
the church. Every coin and dollar helps send a veteran on this special journey of honor and 
remembrance. 
Let’s come together as a congregation to support this important cause and show our veterans that we 
appreciate their service and sacrifice. Thank you for your generosity! 

Our September Noisy Bucket: School Lunch Debt Relief, raised $632.86 
plus the Endowment Committee Match! 

The money raised will be divided between Berlin, Weyauwega/Fremont, and Wild Rose School Districts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We sure did Pack the Pantry!  Thank you to all who donated non-perishable food items for the 
Poy Sippi Food Pantry!  Your generous hearts do not go unnoticed & are deeply appreciated!! 



  

Cupcakes & Celebrations!  
You're warmly invited to join us after worship on the 1st Sunday of each month as we celebrate 

birthdays and anniversaries with delicious cupcakes and joyful fellowship! It’s a sweet way to connect 

and honor special moments in our church family.   We’d love to celebrate with you! 

**If we missed a special day or have a date wrong, please contact the office! 
 

Veteran’s Sunday, November 9th: 
Join us on Sunday, November 9, as we give thanks 
and honor to all who have served in the Armed 
Forces.  During worship, we’ll recognize veterans 
from our congregation and community, offering 
prayers of gratitude for their courage, sacrifice,  
and service.   
Our guest speaker will be Gary Lawrence. 
Following Worship, everyone is invited to stay for 
a meal in the fellowship hall provided by M-Team. 
This is a meaningful opportunity to express our  
appreciation and to pray for peace in our world. 
All are welcome -veterans, families & friends – as  
we honor those who have served and remember  
the One who calls us to love and serve on another. 
 

Food Pantry: OPEN: November 7, December 7  9-10:30am & 3-4:30pm 

Food Pantry Coordinator Needed 

After many faithful years of service, Roger and Jody Surprise will be stepping down from their 

role as Food Pantry Coordinators.  We are deeply grateful for the time, care, and compassion they 

have poured into this ministry - ensuring that our neighbors are fed and welcomed with dignity. 

We are now looking for someone (or a small team) to take on this important role of 

coordinating donations, organizing volunteers, and helping distribute food to those in need.  If you 

have a heart for serving others and would like to learn more, please contact the church office. 

Your hands and heart can make a real difference! 
     

CrafT day @ GraCe! 

   November 8th, 9am-4pm    All Crafters Welcome! 
Bring your art/craft, enjoy fellowship and a light lunch!  Feel free to bring your  
favorite snack(s) and a beverage.  The crafting fun begins at 9am Grace Lutheran and 

ends at 4pm.  Please sign up so we know how many crafting stations to have prepared!  Come for as long 
as you like – stay the whole time or drop in for a bit!  See you there! 
 
Community Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Social 

Join us for a Pie Social immediately following our Community Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, 
November 26! After we gather to give thanks during the 7:00pm worship service, we invite you to stay for a time 
of fellowship and delicious pies in the fellowship hall.  Bring your favorite pie to share and enjoy a sweet time of 
community as we reflect on God’s goodness together.  Let’s celebrate with gratitude and pie!   
Please sign up on the clipboard if you are bringing a pie or are able to help with serving.  
 



  

Serving in Worship  
Each week, many hands and hearts come together to make worship  
meaningful—people who greet at the door, read scripture, prepare and  
serve communion, bake bread, and help in countless behind-the-scenes  
ways. We’re so grateful for everyone who gives their time and energy to 
 serve in these roles! 
 

As we look ahead to 2026, we’ll be scheduling worship volunteers  
quarterly rather than for the whole year. This helps keep things flexible  
and makes it easier for new people to join in. 
 

If you would like to be part of the serving schedule—whether it’s greeting,  
reading, assisting with communion, or another role—please contact the  
church office. And if your availability has changed and you need to be  
taken off the schedule, just let us know. 
 

Serving in worship is one of the best ways to feel connected and 
make a difference in our shared life of faith. Everyone has something  
to offer, and every role matters! 
 

Sunshine Bag Collection  

Help Spread Joy This Holiday Season! The M-team is preparing Sunshine Bags to bring a little extra 

cheer to our older members and those in need this December. These bags will be filled with treats 

and gift items then delivered to members of our community as a gesture of love and support.  

The M-team will be assembling the bags at their meeting on December 8. If you would like to bring 

any items for the bags, please bring them to church by December 7. We anticipate packing 2 dozen 

bags this year. Items may be placed on the table in the pastor’s office. If there is someone you think 

we should add to our list of recipients, talk to Georgia Lee or Jim Laird.  Your generosity will help 

brighten someone’s day during the holiday season! 

Deck the Halls & Soup Luncheon 
We invite everyone to stay after worship on Sunday, 
November 30, for our annual Deck the Halls event! Let’s 
come together to decorate the church for the 
Advent/Christmas season. Whether you’re great at 
hanging wreaths, stringing lights, or just lending a hand, 
your help will be much appreciated as we make our 
space beautiful for the holidays.  

 

After we finish decorating, everyone is welcome to 
enjoy a soup lunch in the fellowship hall - a warm and 
delicious way to celebrate our time together. 

Bring your Christmas spirit, and join us  
for this joyful tradition! 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve 
Help us fill the sanctuary with beauty this Christmas! Poinsettias are a wonderful way to honor loved 
ones and celebrate the birth of Christ. A sign-up sheet will be available in mid-November for anyone 
wishing to bring a plant for Christmas Eve worship.  Thank you for helping make our worship space glow 
with color, life, and joy this holy season! 



  

November 1 – Adjust Clocks for Daylight Savings Time 

November 2 – All Saints Worship Service 

November 9 – Veteran’s Day Service with Meal to Follow 

November 26 – Community Thanksgiving Eve Service with Pie After 

November 30 – Deck the Halls with Soup Luncheon 

November 30 – Advent Begins! 

December 14 – Paper Bag Christmas Program 

December 21 – Christmas Cantata  
December 21 – Blue Christmas, 6:30pm at Grace 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship, 6:30 at First 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful day of fellowship and faith!  
Our joint worship service brought us together in prayer  
and praise, followed by a joyful potluck where we shared  
laughter, food, and stories.  It was also a special time to honor and celebrate Pastor Tarras and her 
dedication and guidance - truly a heartwarming reminder of God’s blessings in our community! 
 

   Keep fattening your pigs!  Every coin helps support ELCA World Hunger. 

   Pigs are due back to church by December 7th! 

 

The Aurora Busy Bees 4H Club are once again selling beautiful homemade fresh pine bought wreaths 
with real pine cones and a decorative red bow. If interested please contact Bill Deppe at 920 229 5547 or 
email sbdeppe@live.com.  

18 inch wreath $18.50 
24 inch wreath $28.50 
36 inch wreath $37.50 
48 inch wreath $49.00 
60 inch wreath $56.00 
Candy cane.      $18.50 
Cross.                   $23.50 
Swag.                    $13.50 
Garland.               $2.50 

mailto:sbdeppe@live.com


  

 
Church Council   

President:  

Bill Deppe  
920-229-5547 

sbdeppe@live.com  

VP: Dar 

Cravillion  
920-987-5887 

dcravillion@icloud.com  

Secretary:  

Mali 

Beine  
262-224-8336 

malimeri@hotmail.com  

Treasurer:  

Joan  

Everson  
920-295-9404  

jceverson217@gmail.com   

Lenny 

Langkau  
920-229-3593 

emspof1954@yahoo.com  

Judy  

Schierland  
920-987-5582 

djrayrocks33@yahoo.com  

Jim Laird  

(303)690-2428 

wisconsinsouthwestern@ 

gmail.com  
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First Lutheran Church  
W2314 Prospect Street P.O. Box 250  
Poy Sippi, WI 54967  

(920) 987-5151  

www.firstlutheranpoysippi.org  
Pastor Rebekah Tarras  
(715) 897-5393  
pastortarras@gmail.com 
Office hours at First:  
Monday 9 am to noon  
Wednesday 9 am to noon  
Carolynn Rynish, Office Admin. 
firstluthpoysippi@gmail.com 
Mon & Wed 7:30 am to 12:30 
Myndi Margan, Bookkeeper  
firstluthbook@gmail.com 
Mon and Thurs. 9 am to 1 pm 
Bulletin Deadline:   
Wednesday 9 am  
Newsletter Deadline:         Follow us on Facebook:  

20th each month             “First Lutheran Church ELCA” 

mailto:pastortarras@gmail.com

